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ABSTRACT
This document presents data on student expenses at

collees and other postsecondary educational institutions. Data were
collected from the Parents' Confidential Statement (PCS) and the
Student's Financial Statement (SFS), two information forms of the
College Scholarship Service (CSS). Data on costs on more than 2,000
institutions were provided by the institutions themselves. An
analysis of the data revealed several findings: (1) Major differences
in expenses at the various types of institutions can be traced to
differences in tuition and other fees. (2) Budgets for commuters are
generally lower than for residents. (3) Tuition and other fees
average only 12% of commuting students' budgets at 2-year public
institutions and as much as 63% of commuting students budgets at
private 4-year institutions. (4) Expenses have increased over the
last 3 years at all types of institutions. (Author/MJM)
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INTRODUCTION

Each year the College Scholarship Service provides postsecondary institutions,

state programs, arl other uso-c of the CSS need analysis services with infor-

mation to assist the education=11 community in the equitable distribution of

student financial assistance funds. This booklet presents data on student

expenses at colleges and other postsecondary educational institutions.

For the first time the .:SS is making this publication available to the

secondary school community to aid in its effort to inform students of the

average costs at various postsecondary institutions. Data nn costs at more

than 2,000 institutions are included. The cost figures listed here were

provided by the institutions themselves and are used by the CSS in computing

a student's financial need. It should be stressed that these are each col-

lege's average student expenses, and those for any individual student at the

college may be quite different from the average. However, students may find

some of the figures helpful in completing the budget section of the CSS pub-

lication, Meeting College Costs in 1973-74 (page 2), which assists students

in determining how much they can afford to pay toward postsecondary expenses

and thus whether they should apply for assistance at particular institutions.

The responsibility for meeting postsecondary education costs is shared

among the student; his parents; institutions; gifts from individuals, corpo-

rations, and foundations; and financial aid programs of the various levels of

government. This pattern of financing reflects the philosophy that education

benefits both the individual and the society. The financial assistance that

is provided to students is intended to enable them to acquire the kind of ed-

ucation that will meet their individual needs. Students who lack the neces-

sary resources for postsecondary education should have the best chance of

attending the institution of their choice if they are fully informed about

costs and the availability of financial aid.

The information listed on pages 1-91 of this booklet was collected by

the CSS for use in proce3sing two CSS information forms, the Parents' Confiden-

tial Statement (PCS) and the Student's Financial Statement (SFS). Information

supplied on these forms, combined with the data on average expenses listed

here, is used to estimate how much financial aid, if any, a student would need

at a particular college. Under the CSS need analysis system, an estimate of

how much a student and his parents can pay toward his college expense is sub-

tracted from the budget provided by the institution, and the difference is the

iv



amount reported to the institution as the student's estimated financial need.

A by-product of the collection of data on average student budgets from

the institutions is the opportunity to analyze and observe trends from year to

year and to compare the data on costs at different types of institutions, as

well as to provide this listing of average expenses for resident students, com-

muters, aad self-supporting students. For this new booklet, a general descrip-

tion and an analysis of college costs, based on statistics for the 1972-73

academic year, are provided, as well as an overview of the changes in student

expenses over the past several years. This information is meant to be useful

not only in the consideration of the pattern of current costs but also in fore-

casting future costs of postsecondary education.

INVESTIGATING COSTS: THE FIRST STEP IN FINANCIAL PLANNING

For the past several years, great emphasis has been placed on the objective of

equal opportunity for postsecondary education. This was a leading theme of the

recent legislation authorizing educational expenditures. The higher education

provisions of the Education Amendments of 1972 cite as their primary purpose "to

assist in making available the benefits of postsecondary education to qualified

students in institutions of higher education."

The realization of this objective of advanced education for many students

is contingent upon their receiving financial aid with which to meet their various

expenses at postsecondary institutions. A student's need for financial aid is

related to several factors: the expenses associated with attendance at partic-

ular institutions, his own resources, and what his parents can afford to pay.

This publication focuses on the first of these factors.

One major item of expense at most institutions is tuition. While the

actual costs to institutions for a student's education vary according to cur-

riculum, academic level, and quality of instruction offered, the actual tuition

charge to the student is more closely related to the type of institution he is

attending: public, private nonprofit, or proprietary. As a rule, public

institutions offer education at the lowest prices. Private nonprofit insti-

tutions also price education below the real costs to them, but their tuition

charge is still likely to oe considerably higher than for public institutions.

Proprietary schools set their prices to cover all expenses. In additi,n to

tuition, a student must also consider the cost of room, board, books, supplies,

transportation, and such personal expenses as clothes, laundry, and recreation.



DEFINITION OF DATA USED FOR THIS DISCUSSION

The figures used as a basis for this discussion of the costs of postsecondary

education are those supplied by institutions that submitted budget information

to the CSS for the 1972-73 academic year. There are data from 446 two-year

public institutions, 431 four-year public institutions, 154 two-year private

nonprofit institutions, and 969 four-year private nonprofit institutions. A

request for the information was sent to institutions in August 1972, but all

changes reported to the CSS up to February 1973 have been included in the

listing in this booklet.

ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION

A review of the data reveals several findings of general interest for discussion

here:

Major differences in expenses at the various types of institutions can be

traced to differences in tuition and other fees.

Budgets for commuters are generally lower than for residents.

Tuition and other fees average only 12 percent of commuting students' budgets

at two-year public institutions and as much as 63 perce-.t of commuting students'

budgets at private four-year institutions.

Expenses have increased over the last three years at all types of institutions.

DIFFERENCES IN AVERAGE EXPENSES

Figure A shows that on the average it costs a first-year resident student

less to attend a public four-year institution, the least costly, than to

attend either a two-year or a four-year private institution. The major source

of the difference is in the category of tuition and fees, which are almost

four times higher at the private four-year institution. Room and board for

resident students is generally similar in different types of institutions,

as are other expenses.

The most costly of the three types of institutions for which data are

provided here are the private four-year institutions. As is true of the pri-

vate two-year institutions, the greater cost is primarily the result of higher

tuition and other fees. Tuition accounts for 53 percent of the total average

budget for private four-year colleges, compared to 23 percent for tuition at

four-year public institutions.
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Figure A. Mean first-year
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Figure B. Mean first-year commuter total budget, 1972-73 academic year
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COMMUTERS' BUDGETS VS. RESIDENTS' BUDGETS

Figure B shows that the basic progression of expenses for commuting students

at the different types of institutions is consistent with those for resident

students although the total resident budgets are higher. However, "other

expenses" in commuter budgets is generally higher, probably because of daily

transportation costs, Although no determination of this factor was possible

in the analysis. The difference in cost between the resident budget and the

commuter budget ranges from $225 for the public four-year institution (11.3

percent less than the resident budget) to $535 for the private four-year in-

stitution (16.3 percent less than the resident budget). These budget fig-

ures show that on the average students who commute to college spend 12-18

percent less than those who live on campus. However, it should be noted

again that transportation is not itemized separately in these data, and it

can vary greatly among both commuting and resident students.

Figure C illustrates that on the average tuition and fees make up the

smallest part of students' total budgets in public four-year institutions and

the greatest part in private four-year institutions. At private institutions

the largest percentage for both commuter and resident students is for tuition

and fees, but at public four-year institutions the largest part of the resi-

dent student's dollar is spent on room and board, and of the commuter student's

for both two-year and four-year institutions in the category called "other

expenses."

Figure C. The makeup of the resident and commuter student expense dollar:
1972-73 academic year
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COSTS ARE INCREASING

How do the costs for 1972-73 compare with costs fir previous years? Table 1

shows that the total costs of attendance for both resident and commuter stu-

dents in public and private institutions has increased over the last three

years. The average budget for commuter students in public two-year colleges

has increased $109 (7.1 percent) over the past year and $205 (14.3 percent)

over the past two years. In public four-year institutions, the average resi-

dent budget has increased $110 or 5.9 percent over the past year, $202 (11.3

percent) over the past two years; and the average commuter budget has increased

$101 (6.1 percent) over the past year and $229 (15.0 percent) over the past

two years.

Table 1. Average costs for resident and commuter students and increases over
three-year period

Average costs

Public
Private

Public
Private

Total resident student budget

Two-year

70-71 71-72 72-73

Four-year

70-71 71-72 72-73

$2,379 $2,483 $2,539

$1,782

$2,973

$1,874

$3,170

$1,984
$3,279

Total commuter student budget

$1,432 $1,528 $1,637

$1,832 $1,991 $2,088

$1,529

$2,380

$1,657

$2,597

$1,758
$2,743

Dollar and percent increases over three-year period

Resident students

1971-72 to 1972-73 1970-71 to 1972-73

Public two-year. . . * *

Public four-year . . 110 (5.9%) 202 (11.3%)

Private two-year . . 56 (2.3%) 160 (6.7%)

Private four-year. . 109 (3.4%) 306 (10.3%)

Commuter students

Public two-year. . . 109 (7.1%) 205 (14.3%)

Public four-year . . 101 (6.1%) 229 (15.0%)

Private two-year . . 97 (4.9%) 256 (14.0';)

Private four-year. . 146 (5.6%) 363 (15.3%)

* Insufficient data.
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The smallest increase has occurred in the private two-year resident

budget: $56 (2.3 percent) over the past year, $160 (6.7 percent) over the

past two years. The commuter budget at private two-year institutions has

increased $97 (4.9 percent) over the past year and $256 (14.0 percent) over

the past two years. At private four-year institutions resident and commuter

budgets have increased $109 (3.4 percent) and $146 (5.6 percent) respectively

over the last year and $306 (10.3 percent) and $363 (15.3 percent) respectively

over the last two years.

This analysis indicates that the average resident budget has increased

by approximately $100 over the last year and by $200 to $300 over the last

two years. The average commuter budget has seen a similar increase, $100 to

$150 over the last year, $200 to $350 over the last two years. Where are

these increases to be found? In the public four-year institution, the increase

in the budget for 1972-73 has been evenly spread over the major expense cate-

gories, but over the past two years the tuition and fees category has increased

at a greater rate than other components of the budget. Similarly, the two-year

increase in the resident budgets at private four-year institutions is concen-

trated in tuition and fees.

Table 2 shows that the greatest percentage increases in the different

expense categories are occurring at the public four-year institutions. However,

the actual dollar increase, while largest at the public four-year college for

the one-year period, is greatest at the private four-year institution for the

two-year period ($306). The rise at the private college is attributable to an

increase in tuition and fees of 13.7 percent.

Table 3 shows the amounts and percentages of increases for commuter

students. The commuter budget at public four-year colleges increased by about

$100 over the last year, $230 over the past two years. Average commuter budgets

also increased at private four-year institutions by $145 and $350 for the last

one and two years respectively.

ESTIMATING TWO-YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR BUDGETS

The information provided by institutions to the CSS shows that educational

costs are rising each year. For the student planning to attend a postsecondary

institution, the question is how much he will require during the period of his

enrollment. The data here show that the average commuter budget in public

two-year colleges has increased at an annual rate of about 7.1 percent; in

private two-year institutions the rate is about 2.8 percent per year for resi-

x



Table 2. Dollar and percent increase at the mean for the one-year period
1971-72 to 1972-73 and the two-year period 1970-71 to 1972-73

Resident student budget 1971-72 to 1972-73 1970-71 to 1972-73

Public two-year
Insufficient data

Public four-year
Tuition and other fees $ 26 (5.9%) $ 70 (17.7%)

Resident_ room and board 55 (6.2%) 98 (11.6%)

Resident other expenses 29 (5.3%) 34 (6.3%)

Total expenses 110 (5.9%) 202 (11.3%)

Private two-year
Tuition and other fees 18 (1.5%) 66 (5.8%)

Resident room and board 33 (3.8%) 61 (7 2%)

Resident other expenses 5 (1.2%) 33 (8.5%)

Total expenses 56 (2.3%) 160 (6.7%)

Private four-year
Tuition and other fees 73 (4.4%) 208 (13.7%)

Resident room and board 28 (2.8%) 83 (8.7%)

Resident other expenses 8 (1.6%) 15 (3.0%)

Total expenses 109 (3.4%) 306 (10.3%)

Table 3. Dollar and percent increase at the mean for the one-year period
1971-72 to 1972-73 and the two-year period 1970-71 to 1972-73

Commuter student budget 1971-72 to 1972-73 1970-71 to 1972-73

Public two-year
Tuition and fees $ 15 (8.3%) $ 32 (19.5%)

Commuter room and board 49 (8.6%) 71 (13.9%)

Commuter other expenses 45 (5.8%) 102 (14.1%)

Total expenses 109 (7.1%) 205 (14.3%)

Public four-year
Tuition and fees 26 (5.9%) 70 (17.7%)

Commuter room and board 51 (10.4%) 87 (19.1%)

Commuter other expenses 24 (3.3%) 72 (10.6%)

Total expenses 101 (6.1%) 229 (15.0%)

Private two-year
Tuition and fees 18 (1.5%) 66 (5.8%)

Commuter room and board 13 (3.4%) 54 (15.8%)

Commuter other expenses 66 (15.8%) 136 (39.2%)

Total expenses 97 (4.9%) 256 (14.0%)

Private four-year
Tuition and fees 73 (4.4%) 208 (13.7%)

Commuter room and board 56 (12.0%) 127 (32.0%)

Commuter other expenses 17 (3.6%) 28 (6.0%)

Total expenses 146 (5.6%) 363 (15.3%)
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dents and about 5.9 percent for commuters. In public four-year institutions,

the rate is about 5.8 percent for residents, 6.8 percent for commuters. In

private four-year institutions, the rate is about 4.2 percent for residents and

6.6 percent for commuters.

The rates in Table 4 were developed tc assist in predicting trenC costs

for different types of institutions. They are based on data from a t year

period (1970-71, 1971-72, 1972-73). To estimate the potential average two-year

or four-year cost at a particular type of institution, the total average host

(from Figure A or Figure B) should be multiplied by the appropriate ratio in

Table 4. Such estimates are based on the assumption that costs will continue

to rise at the average rate of the period 1970-73. It should be emphasized

chat estimates obtained this way are average figures for general types of insti-

Lutions and that figures for individual institutions within these types would

vary greatly.

Table 4. Rates for
estimating total Resident budget Commuter budget
potential costs Public two-year 2.15
for `he two-year and Public four-year 4.25 4.30
four-year periods Private two-year 2.06 2.12
at different types Private four-Year 4.18 4.29
of colleges * Insufficient data

For example, if the average total resident budget foriprivate two-year

institutions is $2,540 for 1972-73, then the estimated total budget for two

years is $5,232 [$2,540 (1972-73 cost from Figure A) X 2.06 (from Table 4)].

This represents the estimated total cost for attending this type of institution

for the next two years, considering probable increases during that time. The

average total budget costs for four-year institutions can also be estimated us-

ing this method.

The data in this publication reflect the expenses

of undergraduate students who are being supported pri-

marily by their parents. It is planned to report more

information in future years about the expenses of self-

supporting students. Listed at the right is a break-

down of the components of an average 12 -month budget

for a single student, based on expenses submitted to

the CSS by self-supporting students who filed the Stu-

dent's Financial Statement as applicants for financial

aid.

xii

Housing $ 910

Food 630

Clothes 200

Transportation 270

Medical 100

Other expenses 370

TOTAL $2,480



EXPLANATIONS AND DEFINITIONS

Institutions that completed a form sent to them by the CSS ("College Estimate of

Student Expenses") for the 1972-73 or 1973-74 academic year are included in this

publication. An asterisk (*) indicates that the cost figures are for :1972-73.

These figures are used only if an institution had not submitted 1973-74 cost

figures as of February 1973. Institutions whose cost figures were not updated

for 1972-73 or 1973-74 do not appear.

Tuition and fees: Tuition and other general fees charged to all students. For

public institutions there may be an additional charge for students from other

states or districts which is not included in this figure.

Resident room and board: Average charges for rent and meals for students main-

taining a residence apart from their parents, as in a residence hall, a frater-

nity house, or off-campus housing.

Resident other expenses: Average expenditures for books, supplies, personal

and incidental expenses, and transportation. For students living away from

home, the transportation item is defined as the average cost of two round trips

between the students' homes and the institution. /

Resident total budget: The total of all expenses: tuition and fees, room and

board, and other expenses as supplied by the institution for resident students.

Commuter total budget: The total of all expenses for tuition and fees (for

public institutions the in-state charge is used), books and supplies, personal

and incidental expdnses, and transportation as reported by the institution for

commuting students. Some institutions have included the costs of rent and

meals at home, while otners have excluded the costs to the family if the stu-

dent lives rt home and considered only the direct cost of meals the student has

away from home. Commuting students are those who live at home and travel back

and forth tb college daily.

Total 12-month self-supporting budget: The total of all expenses for a single

self-supporting student. These include direct educational expenses such as

tuition and fees, books and supplies, transportation, and the costs of living

such as rent, food, and personal and incidental expenses. In the case of a

public college, the tuition and fees that are included are those for residents

of the same state or district.

Optimum PCS filing date: The date by which the institution suggests that the

student send the Parents' Confidential Statement to the CSS for analysis. This

date is provided to insure adequate time fo,- review and for award decisions to



be made. It should not be interpreted as a deadline date, for colleges may re-

view PCSs filed with the CSS after this date. This date may also differ from

deadline dates for financial aid applications, which are published by most in

stitutions in their catalog or financial aid publication.

PCS--Parents' Confidential Statement: A form designed by the CSS to collect

information on a family's financial circumstances for primarily dependent stu-

dents. The information is used in determining the family's ability to pay

for college costs.

SFS--Student's Financial Statement: A form intended for students who are

primarily self-supporting. The financial information collected on this form

is used in estimating a student's resources and expenses.

CSS--College Scholarship. Service: An activity of the College Entrance Examina-

tion Board concerned with improving educational opportunity. Through its

analysis of information provided on the PCS and SFS, it assists institutions

in the equitable distribution of financial aid.

xiv



INSTITUTIONS' ESTIMATES OF STUDENT EXPENSES
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